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Tur Ricur REVEREND FATHER 
IN Gop, LEWIS, Lonp Br- 
sHo P or NORWICH. 


MY LORD, 


Addreſs you by this title, becauſe _ 
1 . cuſtom has rendered it familiar: not 
becauſe I am ſubject to your juriſdiction, 
or think it at all ſuitable to a miniſter or 
ſervant of Chriſt. When there was ſtrife 
among his apoſtles which of them ſhould 
be accounted the greateſt, he ſaid unto 
them, The Kings of the Gentiles exerciſe 
LORDSHIP over them, but it ſhall not be 
fo among you. And, upon a different 
occaſion, Be ye not called Rabbi, for one 
is your maſter, even Chriſt, and all ye are 
brethren. 


Luke xxii. 24—26, + Matt. xxiii. 8—10. 
From 


5 A Kare 70 


From peruſing the New Teſtament it 
appears that a biſhop-is an overſeer of the 
flock of Chriſt; an elder or preſbyter, 
i.e, a miniſter or paſtor of a particular 
church; and it no where informs me, 
on what-ground he can,; with the leaſt 
degree of propriety, become a Lord over 
God's heritage. | 


Not having been admitted to the ho- 
nour of a perſonal interview with you, I 
take the liberty with my pen to give vent 
to the grief, pity, and indignation, which 
for a fortnight paſt have agitated my 
mind. And J muſt fay with Elihu, 
Job xxxii. 18—22. I am full of matter, 
tbe ſpirit, within. me conſtruinetſh me. 1 
il] ſpeak that I may be refreſhed; I will 
open my lips and anſiber. Let me not, 
I pray you, accept any man's perſon, nei. 
ther let me give flattering. titles unto 
man, Se. 


Acts xXx. 1728. 1 Pet. v. 1253. Tit. . 556,7. 
| 5 About 


ä 


the Biſhop of | Norwich. 7 
About the time of your primary viſita- 
tion laſt year at Eye, &c. I had occaſion 
to turn my attention to Rxv. xiv. , 10. 
All proteſtant commentators ſeem agreed 
that by the beast, is meant his Holineſs 
the Pope, or * the papal power as exer- 
« ciſed by the Biſhop of Rome, ſupported 

6 by his regular clergy, and by ' thoſe 
* ſecular princes who have given up their 
* name and power to him.” By the 
. image of the. beaſt, I ſuppoſed was in- 
tended ſomething that bore a very near 
reſemblance to him, though it did not in 
all reſpects equal the original. You can- 
not wonder that at firſt I was at a loſs to 
conjecture what in particular it meant as 
diſtin from the beaſt itſelf. On turning 
back to the preceding chapter, I was 
ready to think it was the ſecond beaſt that 
came up out of the earth, and bad two 
horns like a lamb, but yet fpake as a dra- 
Fon, which the beſt critics interpret of 
« the religious orders of the church, who 
have many of them temporal eſtates 


cc and” þ 


| 
| 


2 
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55 5 joriſdicions added to their ſpiri- 


% tual, and thus have greatly ſupported 
ce the papacy. ” Bat finding by verſe r4th, 

that this ſecond beaſt deceived them that 
dwelt on the earth, commanding them that | 
they ſhould make an image to the firſt beaft, 
I eoncluded ſomethitip" diſtin from the 
ſecond beaſt was intended. An eminent 

commentator interprets it of idolizing 
« the. power of the Pope; and compelling 
« perſons to pay homage'to it, and obey 
« the edicts it publiſhed.” Another uſes 
theſe "words, '** Beſtia'tameh' Papam in- 
ds primis denotat, ut caput & quaſi auto- 
« rem Antichriſtiani ſtatus imago verum 
« complexum'corpus; hierarchiæ, doctti- 


« narum & ſuperſtitionum, ab ipſo- con- 


« ſtitutum.“ If this ſenſe be admitted, 
then all thoſe doctrines and practices 
which were originally coined by the pa- 
pal power are denoted by his image, and 
every corporate body on earth that en- 
joins the obſervation of them is intended 
159 the ſecond beaſt, which is dreſſed" in 

ſheep's 
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ſheep's cliathing, but inwardly is à raven- 

ing wolf. And pardon me, my Lord, if 

I frankly confeſs, that during my medi- 

tation on this ſubject, the image of the 

* beaſt aroſe to my view in certain prac- 

tices which are zealouſly maintained in 

ſome of the Reformed churches in Eu- 

"a rope, and particularly in our o-” na- 
tional church; whoſe authority, more- 

over, appears to me remarkably fimilar 

to that aſſumed by the ſecond beaſt, in 

1. rigorouſly enforcing the obſervation of 
thoſe practices. Ver. 16. And be cauſeth 

all, both ſmall and great, rich and Poor, 

free and bond, to receive a mark in their 

right hand or in their foreheads ; viz. that 

} they might be kriown to whom they be- 
longed. © Perhaps this (faith a good 

« critic) may particularly refer to the 

* ſacraments (of which Confirmation was 

* one) which the people are obliged, on 

the higheſt penalty, to receive from 

the Romiſh prieſts, and which none 

can receive without ſuch ſuperſtitious 

| B «and 
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- 


ce and idolatrous rites as are, in effect, 
0 worſhipping the image of the beaſt,” 


Raw is there nothing of a ſimilar kind 
in our national eſtabliſhment? Do not 
her eccleſiaſtical officers aſſume a power 
greatly reſembling theirs, in the Romiſh 
church? And do they not employ it 
for ſimilar purpoſes ? Namely, to pro- 
mote an implicit ſubmiſſion to human 


authority in matters of religion, and a 
ſuperſtitious veneration for rites and cere- 


monies of mere human appointment. Is 
it not the appointed office and direct aim 


of her ſeveral religious orders (who have 


many of them temporal eſtates and juriſ- 
dictions added to their ſpiritual) to raiſe 
in the eſtimation. of the people certain 
remains of popiſh ſuperſtition and cor- 
ruption, or at leaſt certain empty and 


uſeleſs forms and unſcriptural rites, even 


above judgment, mercy and fidelity, faith, 
repentance and holy obedience, and the 
politive inttitutions of the word of God? 


Not 


z 
* 


"> 
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Not now to infiſt on other particulars, 
which might be produced from the forms 
of Baptiſm and of Abſolution, the admi- 
niſtration of the Holy Communion to the 
ſick and dying, &c. I will confine my- 
ſelf to the ceremony of Confirmation. 
Though our church has leſſened the 
number of ſacraments, and degraded this 
rite from its exalted rank among them, 
yet does ſhe not retain and enjoin it as a 
ſacred and divine inſtitution, neceſſary to | 
be obſerved by all the members of her 
communion? \ 


The conduct which you, my Lord, 
have purſued with ſo much zeal and in- 
duſtry in your late tour confirms me 
more than ever in the ſentiments I have 
advanced, Why advertiſe your intended 
route in the news- paper? Why ſuch 
great ſtir and ſolemn apparatus againſt 
your approach ? Why ſuch public teſti- 
monies of joy at your entrance? Why 
ſuch multitudes ſummoned together from 

B 2 _ diſtant 


N 
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diſtant towns and villages ? Why does 


every pariſh church reſound with the 
importance and neceſſity of Confirma- 
tion? Why is even the Lord's day itſelf 


uſhered in with ringing of bells? the 
ſtated and divinely appointed work of the 
day ſurperſeded in all the pariſhes of a 


hundred, and the people ſcattered abroad 
like ſheep without a ſhepherd? preach- 
ing wholly omitted on that day where 


Confirmation is performed, and the Bi- 


ſhop's ſervice cloſed with a joyful peal; 


unleſs it be deſigned to exalt that ſervice 
to the higheſt pinnacle of reſpe& in the 
hearts of the people, and perſuade them 


that you are inveſted with more than or- 


dinary powers, and have extraordinary 


bleſſings to impart to them ? 


8 It can, indeed, be hardly imagined, 


that a man in ſo high repute for learning 
and piety as your Lordſhip, can ſuppoſe. 
himſelf to be endowed with any powers 
but what are common to humanity, or at 

6 leaſt 


Py 
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leaſt to the whole ſacred order { & nemo 
dat quod non habet.) But the pompoſity 
of the preceding circumſtances certainly 
poſſeſſes the minds of the poor and igno- 

rant, who compoſe the bulk of mankind, 
with a notion that you are a ſuperior 
kind of being. And when you admi- 
niſter the rite of Confirmation they ex- 
pect to receive uncommon advantage from 
it, Some of the confirmed have been 
heard to ſay, that when your ſoft hand 
touched their foreheads they felt it do 
* them good. Others conceived of the 
act as conveying to them no leſs than a 
full abſolution of all their fins; for how 
is it poſſible they ſhould harbour the 
thought that ſo devout, fo divine a man 
as your Lordſhip (who as ſame expreſſed 


themſclves, appeared more than hu- 


* man, yea, like an angel dropped from 
the clouds“) could falſify in ſolemn 
prayer to the Almighty, when you thank 
him for having “ vouchſafed to regene- 
rate theſe his ſeryants by water and the 
| Holy 


& 


r 

ec Holy Ghoft, and given unto them for- 
te grveneſs of all their int; and further 
add, after the example of thy holy 
% apoſtles we have now laid our hands on 
« theſe thy ſervants, to certify them by 
e this ſign of thy favour and gracious 
* goodneſs towards them.” Some have 
gone ſo far as to aſſert, that from the 
moment they received the ſacred impreſs _ 
of your hand, they v were in a fafe ſtate, 

and fit to die. | 


Now muſt you not allow that this is a 


groſs, popiſh, dangerous deceit? a ſoul- 
Th e rags | 


Your. Lordſhip may V thy; the clergy 
ſhould inform their people better. True ; 
but I am bold to affirm, from what I 
have heard and read, that their Prepara- 
tory Diſcourſes for your ſolemn appear- 
ance, have a direct tendency to confirm 
them in this egregious error. This may 
ſeem 1 but for the truth of it I ap- 

peal 


— 
Ss 


the Biſhop. of "Norwich. 15 
peal to that patronized and celebrated 
performance, of which the 1oth edition 
is juſt now printed at Ipſwieh, A Pre- 
paratory Diſcourſe on Confirmation, by 
Thomas Knowles, D. D. He ſets out 
with ſtiling it “ the ſolemn and impor- 

| tant office.” And certainly it is ſo, if 

. what he adds (page 6.) be true; If 
« you refuſe to take that vow (made in 
« baptiſm by your ſponſors). upon your- 
* ſelf (by Confirmation) when you ſafely 
* may and ought to do it, you then, in 
effect, deliberately forfeit yout᷑ title to 
« the benefits which God, by your ſure- bf 
* ties, had ſettled upon you, as your in- | 

« heritance, and renounce that covenant 

* which they in compaſſion! to your ſoul, 

„had ſealed between God and you.” 

Again, p. 7. Confirmation is the ſe- 

* cond neceſſary ſtep in the eovenant of 

grace. Till you have made this public 

« declaration of your faith and obedience 

* 1n the preſence of God and his church, 

you are not to be accounted altogether 

« chriſtians.” 


„ 0 Tens 
« chriſtians.” - Give me leave to preſent - 
you with a few more extracts. Page 9. 
At our baptiſm this grace (to reſiſt 
« difficulties ariſing from ſtrength of 
e paſſions, temptations, &c.) is conveyed 
«to us, as the principle of life, but it 
* does not enable us to work, until it is 
« ſtrengthened in us by Confirmation. 
This holy rite, of laying on of hands 
ce in Confirmation, which is derived from 
te the practice of Chriſt's apoſtles, was in 
c their day attended with the miraculous 
gift of the Holy Ghoſt; and although 
<« thoſe powers have long fince ceaſed, 
« yet we have all imaginable reaſon to 
te believe, that the ſame outward means 
« will be ſtill effectual to the obtaining 
the like inward bleſſings, ſo far at leaſt 
& as to direct, ſanctify and govern both 
„ our hearts and bodies in the ways of 
God's laws, and in the works of his | 
% Commandments.” P. 10, x11. © The 
60 Spiritual Father who thus performs a 
* religious act, by the laying on of his 

| | | hands, 


the Biſhop of \Norwich. 17 
1 hands, profeſſes that he acts by divine 
« authority. But though the bleſſing 
*« that attends Confirmation be conveyed 
« through the hands of the Biſhop,” who 
* is ſucceſſor of the apoſtler in this office, 
„% &c. yet (as an ancient writer piouſly 
e obſetved) The Holy Ghoſt, which 
« deſcendeth with ſaving influence upon 
«« the waters of baptiſm, doth there give 
« that fulneſs which ſufficeth for inno- 


* .cency, and afterwards exhibiteth in 


“ Confirmation an aàugmentation of fur- 


ther grace. The fathers of the church, 


« from the earlieſt ages; held Confirma- 
<« tion as an ordinance apoſtolic, always 
„profitable in God's church, although 
* not alwayr accompanied with equal 
*« largeneſs of thoſe external effects, which 
« pavg it countenance at firſt, This dif- 
s ference of ſpirityal advantage, attend- 
10 f ing the 2dminiſtration of the ſervice, 
*© may be partly owing to the different 
0 neceſſities of the church in dif- 
ferent ages, and partly to the different 
* qualifications oft the confirmed.” v4 P. 18. 
odiotis C Ms «It 
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© awe and reverence to obſerve the cir- 


e cumſtances that attend the celebration 
of this tite. To add to the folemtity 
* of its nature, it is performed at the 


altar *, the Holy of Holies, as it may be 
« called, where only the bigbeſ duties 
* of the ſanctuary are performed. The 
e perſon who adminiſters it, ſpeaks its 
&* importance as much as- the place; for 
t the power of diſpenſing hit grace has 
te always been reſerved to the Biſbops, 


* the immediate ſuccgſſors of the Apoſtler, 


* which privilege they never communi- 


© cated to the Deacons ;-: not. even to 


7 Philip, the firſt and head of that order 
* of men+ who are allowed to preach 
“and baptize. Their pattern is follow- 
** ed in the ceremony, as n well ome 


* Surely his Lordſhip's oss al be very 
blameable in the opinion of Dr. 1510 /o, as he di- 


miniſhes the ſolemnity of the fue by performing 


it in the chancel and leſs hallowed: ailes off the 
church, for greater expedition. 22298 109191 * 
See the occaſion of their appointment ar and their 


* 


cc . 


t will naturally ike you with owe 


0 
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« choice of the perſon ; for they con- 
wh ferred. the Holy Ghoſt itſelf by the 


ac laying on 'of hands, which was the 


e rreateſt benefit Belong ging to the chriſtian 
e Aiſpenſation. Conſider, then, when 
you enter into the church for this ſer- 
« vice,” that you are: about to undertake 
« for yourſelves what is the moſt important 


« bufineſt of your whole life. and upon 
which depends all your hopes of happi- 


© neſs in another. As you approach to 


% 


«the altar, let your outward decency be 


< expreflive "bf the inward deyotion of 
14 your heart, not gazing about you with 
os wantonnels, nor crowding before others 
15 irreverently, but walk with caution 
«© upon the holy ground, and Enel down 
«with the profoundeſt lubmiffe on before 
„the throne of grace. p. 21. © Ad- 
1 miſſion to the Holy Communion is the 
« tion.” P. 23. © The church has in 
« all ages an Confirmation the chief 


1 corner-ſt6ne, as it were, of the chriſ- 


; N 


C 2 k © tian 


* Principal duty that follows Confirma- 
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10 tian ball. which unites its two fa. 


A 60 craments together i in; the hond of obe- 
5 6c dience and: a godly. life.” a Do not 


theſe quotations authorize my aſſertions, 
and make it appear that by exalting Con- 
firmation,, the place where, and perſon 
by. whom, it is adminiſtered, to a ſaper- 
ſtitious pitch, their only tendency is to 
confirm e people in ignorance and 
error 2... 10 
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al The. neceſſity, of Confirmation, is built 
on the, neceſſity of. (parlors in Baptiſm, 


which, the Dodor argues for in the fol- 
ed maſterly manner. Page 4. « Pa- 

* rents may. be thoughtleſs and neglect 
60 « their duty, .c or being. mortal, may, be 
5 * deprived of the opportunity of doing 
6 it. Both. theſe caſes are the common 
LO « infirmities of human life, and there- 
« fore if all. were to depend upon the 


4 good diſpoſition, . or upon the length 


* of days of the parents alone, you, per- 
« ceive that the minds of. the. children 
« might 
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© might be unluckily left in a ſtate 1 
66 en nen and-harkarivy.”. N 


— 5 un woc a 5 0} + 


This, my 1 is A \ ſpecimen. of our 
Saves preparatory to Confirmation; 
The clergy i in general, talk in the like 
lofty and peremptory ſtile of the im- 
portance and neceſſity of the ite, without 
giving any ſcriptural proof or rationel 


idea of it, or guarding the people againſt 


that reliance upon it tod hie they are 
exceedingly prone, and which has the 
moſt fatal tendenoy. With Dr: Knowles 
they commonly urge the 'examplewfothe 


apoſtles as juſtiſying the practice; when 
every Tyro: that. reads his New: Teſta» | 
ment, knows that the apoſtics;bylaying. 


on of hands imparted only. the extraordi- 
nary gifts of the Holy Ghoſt., The pe- 
ple, therefote, hearing them urge ſuch a 
precedent, they AFC naturally led to cone 
clude! that jou muſt: have very uouſual 
powers and chenefits to communicate, 
A as the inferior clergy can by no 
1 223TH] * means 


\ 


* , 
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f 


means i impart, and can never be obtalnel 

by attendance on the ſtated ordinances of 

God's houſe. Thus multitudes are wo- 
fully deceived; and are encouraged to 

hope för ſalvation, though chey e continue 
to live in their ins 


inn $83 e een cee 64 = 


But vou will ſay, “ this fervice'i is in- 
tended as a means of binding them the 
more ſttongly to a religious life; and it 
is ſuppoſed that they who come to be 
confirmed habe this idea af its deſigu. 


Accordingiy they undergo an examina- 


tion as to their fitneſs previous to Con- 


firmation, and none are admitted but 


ſuch as have: been examined and ap- 
proved, as the rector's or curate's figna- 
ture wwitneſſes. Very true. None are 


admitted without a note under their 
hand, and their notes qualify a/// But, 
my Lord, I beſeech you conſider what 
that examination is, as practiſed by the 
clergy. Is it, I pray you, any thing 
more than à mere form —4 ridiculous 

5 85 farce ? 
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farce ? further ſubſerving the grand ten- 
dency of the inſtitution, ) viz, binding 
the multitude down in a belief that the 
whole of religion conſiſts in empty forms 
and ceremonies, ſanctified and renderelſl 
effectual to ſalvation by the holy hand 
that performs them; in fact, cauſing 
the deluded multitude to bow en 
and n the 1 Sung: of the beaſt. 


Tt] 
1.3 


1 will give you: a 9 or two of 
1 as now practiſed by the 
clergy, that you may judge from thence 
of the unqueſtionable right all have to 
receive the ſolemn ſign, who bend be⸗ 
fore you. Old and young go to the 
prieſt. They are aſked their age, and 
perhaps what their ſponſors promiſed for 
_ them in baptiſm. Examined and ap- 
proved. Or, what is the deſign of 
Confirmation? Anſwer, to take the vow 
off my ſponſors. Examined and ap- 
proved.“ Or, your mother has taught 
you the Lord's Prayer, Creed, and ten 
Commandments? Yes, © Examined and 
approved.” 
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approved.” © Can you ſay the Lord's 
Prayer and” Creed? Yes. How many 


ſacraments ate there? Two. © Exa- 


mined and approved.” One perſon goes 


in the name of three or four, and returns 


with atteſted tickets, Examined and 
approved.” What if 1 were to add, a 
ticket ſo ſigned was ſent to one who had 
not the leaſt thought or deſire of Con- 
firmation. Some of the clergy may poſ- 
fibly require their pariſhioners to repeat 
the Lord's Prayer, &c. and ſome may, 
For ought I know, go a ſtep or two fur- 
ther; but the above ſpecimens, 1 verily 


believe, from attentive - enquiry, - ſhew _ 


the manner in which the examination is 
in general catried on, and what are the 
real grounds of approbation. You'll not 
then wonder at the anſwer of an illiterate 
perſon to her neighbour, Who ſcrupled 


Confirmation, + becauſe. ſhe thought the | 
was not fit for it Not fit! if you can 


<-ſay: the Crus: Crgſi- Row it is enough.” 


| * 1s _ e That un of the 


21 examined 
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examined and approved are not ſo leatned. 
And is examination thus conducted, and 
approbation thus founded, a ſufficient and 
juſtifiable 'reaſon, for your declaring all 
ticketted perſons to be regenerated by 
« the Holy Ghoſt, and forgiven all their - 
*« fins?” If it is, thenſthe people muſt 
think that the way to heayen is very eaſy, 
and from their hearts bleſs God for a 
zealous Biſhop, who, in pure compaſſion 


to their ſouls, will condeſvend to come 


amongſt them, and for the trifling ſum 
of 13s. 8d. each 1 n them 


— * 8. - 11 
it n 3 n * Op £4 — 1 
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9 "Bal in bod e * is 
not the deceit ſhocking!?; Who can re- 
frain from heart - felt grief at ſeeing the 
multitude thus impoſed on in a matter of 


. 2417 on 
N Neft bond 660 pariſhes, ke Suffolk 5575 
total 1235, which, at 13s, 8d. each, amounts to 
the clear ſum of 8431. 185. 44. A comfortable 
addition to the ſtated income of the ſee eſpecially 
if his Lordfhip® ſhould make his Viſication-Tour 
rl as It is * he intens. 
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ner of managing it. If they conſider the 
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* importance? Who can n help 
pitying thoſe. who are thus led blindfold, 
perhaps to their eternal ruin? And muſt 
not indignation riſe againſt their leaders? : 


as ſurely they are not to be accounted 
blind guides ! Surely they muſt ſee that 
no ſpiritual good flows from Confirma- 
tion, as now practiſed, whatever there 


might be in the original deſign and man- 


prevailing ſentiments of the people re- 


ſpecting it, or attend to the behaviour of 
the multitude even at the time of the 


ſervice, but eſpecially afterwards, ſurely 


they muſt perceive that it has a very 


injurious tendeney, even in point of 
e 2M At beſt 10 8 l ſee 


10 Riots 8 ae as ; they lately ad at 


Halefworth, where the diſtant pariſhes inſiſting upon 


- being confirmed fic, | the Biſhop ordered the con- 


ftables to apprehend. the. * 3 but the mob 
broke into the church, and tare the gowns of ſeveral 
of the clergy. Shameful profaneneſs and exceſs have 
appeared after the ſervice in ſome other places, un» 
der countenance of cloth of different colours. 


| that 


h the Biſhop of Norwich. 275 
that it tends to turn off their thobghts 
from the only fare fotndation, Chrift Je- 
ſus, w0bo is our hope, and to eſtabliſh in 
their minds a vain deluſive hope which; 
like that of the hypocrite,” will periſh in 
the day of trial, before God's righteous 
judgment. Muſt they not upon enquiry 
find that it imparts eaſe to the conſeiences 
of the guilty, and by flattering their hopes 
encourages them in the continued prac- 
tice of ſin? for what can they have to fear 
when Confirmation has blotted out all 
their paſt fins, when the prieſt's abſolu- 
tion will ſufñee to wipe away all the fu- 
ture; and the Holy Communion admi- 
niſtered on a ſick-bed, will ſerve as a 
paſſport to a better world! At whoſe 
hand will the-blood of ſuch ſouls be re- 
W : L941 Sr 2% 

Site me ER to Ws HIDE? my 1 
whoſe condition is the moſt eligible ?— 
that of the perſons ho are deceived in a 
concern of ſuch infinite moment, the 

5 ſalvation 


28 -r A. 0 fo. 


7 0 of their precious ſouls, by the 
conduct of their venerable ſuperiors and 
ſpiritual fathers, or —that of the de- 
ceivers? or whether they de not . 
n ene e 
Fo 0 en with recommending 
to their attention the paſſage referred to 
at the beginning, Rev. xiv. 9, 10, 11. 
and quoting the Wiege of a very 
pious author upon it. When I ſe- 
« riouſly reflect (faith he) on this text, 
%% and how directly the force of it lies 
* againſt thoſe who, contrary! to the 
t light of their conſciences, continue in 5 
« the communion of the church of 
% Rome, for ſecular advantage, or to 
« avoid the terror of perſecution, it al- 
© moſt makes me tremble ; and I hearti- 
„ly with that all others who connive at 
s thoſe things in the diſcipline and wor- 
d ſhip of proteſtant churches, which 
they in their conſciences think to be 
We inful | remains of FRO ſuperſtition 
; 4 


- 


the Biſhop of | Norwich. 29 


e and corruption, would ſeriouſly attend 
« to this paſſage, which is one of the 
« moſt dreadful in the whole book of 

« God, and weigh its awful contents, 
that they may keep at the greateſt poſ- 
* fible diſtance from this horrible curſe, 
« which is ſufficient to make the ears of 
*« every one that hears it to tingle:” 


12 have uſed great freedom of ſpeech i in 
this addreſs to your Lordſhip; but as I 
ſincerely thought the importance of the 


ſubject required i it, 1 y 2 to irate of 
this RW I 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


Pri Sheng Extra from a well-known 
and maſterly performance“, I beg leave 


to recommend to e n 1 
conſideration. 3 2: een 788 e 


" Why will you amuſe the world, and 

give infidels room to ſcoff, by the uſe 
of a ſolemn ceremony for the conferring 
«of thoſe gifts which no mortal man hath 
nom power to beſtow? The age is critical 
« and diſcerning. For the honour | of the 
« chriſtian name, therefore, and the dignity 


of chriſtian biſhops, all claims not clearly - 
founded on ſcripture or. reaſon, and all 


officer and rites not evidently ſupported by 
te them, ſhould at leaſt be ſilently dropt. 
The only rite which I find either inſtituted 
ce or practiſed by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, to 


% make a public recognition of baptiſmal en- 


gagements, is the Lord's Supper. 


oangood's Letters to White. N. B. A Letter to 4 | 
_ Biſhop, ſubjoined to the lateſt editions, is well worthy 
the ſerious peruſal of every one who ſuſtains that cha- 
racer. 


1 — Whe- 
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| 9 Whether the continuance of this 


6 


ceremony [of Confirmation] in its preſeny 


form, be either for the honour. of the ad- : 
miniſtrator, or for the benefit of the 


church whether it hath not an apparent 


tendency to cheriſn a deluſive hope, and to 5 


ſpeak peace to ſuch perſons as are not, b 7 
the chriſtian covenant, entitled to peace; 
I with all humility, leave to the conſidera- 
tion of thoſe whom, I thank God, it more 
immediately concerns than myſelf, who are 
to watch for mens ſouls, as thoſe who muſt give 


account to the great Shepherd, who will , 


ſhortly come, before whom it will be a 
tremendous thing to have the immortal 
ſouls of . * their hands.” : 


THE END. 
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